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The Return of  

The Ancient Mariner 
 In Coleridge’s great poem The Ancient 
Mariner the ship sails to the south pole and 
the mariner shoots an Albatross.  As a 
result, the spirits of the South Pole blow the 
ship to the equator and hold it in blistering 
heat.  
 
Everybody dies, except the Mariner, who is 
given the ability to be a blessing to the 
natural world. The dead sailors then rise up, 
and as zombies, sail the boat back to the 
Bristol Channel so the Mariner can deliver 
his warning and tell his story. 
 

What is a  

Zombie? 
‘Zombie’ is first used in English by Coleridge’s friend 
Robert Southey, who Coleridge met on his 1794 Welsh 
adventure.  Southey wrote in his History of Brazil that  
Zombie meant ‘devil’, but the brilliant Coleridge  
quickly suggested it meant ‘indwelling vital principle’! 
Read more: www.theguardian.com 

 
  

 

      Undead & the Ancient Mariner 
      May 15th, 2016   -  Cardiff Bay 
  

WALK WITH ZOMBIES ACROSS CARDIFF BARRAGE  
TO HIGHLIGHT ENVIRONMENTAL DESTRUCTION 

 
200 sailors die in blistering heat in Coleridge’s great British 
poem The Rime of the Ancient Mariner.  Then they rise up, 
and sail their boat back to the Bristol Channel as zombies, to 
deliver a warning about human destructive capacities. 
 
Experience the spectacular return of the Ancient Mariner 
with a real, historic ship, in Cardiff Bay on May 15th.   
 
There’s an opportunity for zombie sailors to join CARDIFF SCHOOL OF ART & DESIGN students who will 
represent some of the 200 undead sailors and walk across the Cardiff Barrage to meet the ship as it 
arrives in Cardiff Bay. The mile-long walk highlights the plight of people who have died, and will die in 
the future, because of human destruction of the natural world. Come and take part, or watch. 
 
ON THEDAY: The walk of the undead sailors  
Gather from 11.45 at the Cardiff Barrage (Penarth Marina end), CF64 1TT 
Begins: at midday  
Route: along the Barrage to Cardiff Bay   
Finishes:  at the Senedd then on to the Wales Millennium Centre for a party 
Dress Code: undead sailors 

If you’d like to be involved , (and if you know  
someone who might be interested, please share this)  
please contact the Coleridge in Wales project  
by email  sam@coleridgeinwales.cymru  
or phone 07974 39 7771 

  

We look forward to walking with you! 

http://www.theguardian.com/books/2002/nov/02/film.society
mailto:sam@coleridgeinwales.cymru

